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To Point V 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement. 

1 With regard to Claim 1 : 

1.1 Claim 1 satisfies the requirements of Article 33(2) to 33(4) PCT in terms of 
novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability. 

1.2 Since none of the publications cited in the search report or assessed in the 
description introduction specifies the features of the independent claim 1 in 
their entirety, the subject of claim 1 is novel. 

1 .3 The publications mentioned in the search report do not give a person skilled in 
the art any suggestion, in the case of a brush seal according to the preamble 
of the main claim 1 , according to US-A-5,066,024, of executing the fixing 
according to the characterizing part of claim 1 . The measure suitable for 
producing a multiple brush ring carrier, the second brush ring carrier being 
fixed to the first brush ring carrier by means of a snap connection (in 
particular, an unreleasable snap connection) arises from a step which does 
not constitute a conclusive development of the cited prior art. The brush seal 
according to claim 1 is therefore based on inventive activity. 

1 A The subject of claim 1 can be produced and can be used and is therefore also 
deemed to be commercially applicable. 

2 With regard to claims 2-11: 

2.1 Claims 2-11 are dependent on claim 1 and consequently likewise fulfill the 
requirements of the PCT in terms of novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability according to Articles 33(2) to (4) PCT. 
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